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The World Climate Research Programme (WCRP) leads the way in addressing frontier scientific 
questions related to the coupled climate system. Through international science coordination and 
partnerships, WCRP contributes to advancing our understanding of the multi-scale dynamic 
interactions between natural and social systems that affect climate. WCRP engages productively 
through these partnerships to inform the development of policies and services and to promote 
science education. Most critically, WCRP-supported research provides the climate science that 
underpins the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, including national 
commitments under the Paris Agreement of 2015, and contributes to the knowledge that 
supports the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, and multilateral environmental conventions. 

WCRP was established in 1980 under the joint sponsorship of the International Science Council 
(ISC) (previously the International Council for Science (ICSU), until July 2018) and the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO). In 1993 the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
(IOC) of UNESCO also became a co-sponsor. WCRP was celebrating 40 years of international 
climate science at the American Geophysical Union (AGU) Fall Meeting in San Francisco, in 
December 2019. The symposium showcased many successes of the WCRP community over the 
last four decades and highlighted challenges and opportunities that climate science faces now 
and will face in the future. The symposium’s program can be found here. 

 

https://www.wcrp-climate.org/images/AGU2019/WCRP40-Draft-Program-asat-7Dec2019.pdf


Alik Ismail-Zadeh welcomed the symposium’s participants on behalf of the International Science 
Council. His presentation can be viewed here.  

 

 

More information on the meeting can be found at the WCRP website.  

https://www.wcrp-climate.org/images/AGU2019/presentations/Symposium/3-Alik-ISC_WCRP40.pdf
https://www.wcrp-climate.org/wcrp-agu2019/wcrp40

